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Last week, 27 June 2024, the 
first Presidential Debate was 
held between Donald Trump 
and Joseph Biden.  Jake 
Trapper and Dana Bash from 
CNN moderated the debate.  
Trump was clear headed, 
strong, feisty, and presidential, 
except for calling Biden a liar 
(though it appears to me that 

Trump spoke the truth).  Biden was weak, and at times confused and exhibiting symptoms of 
dementia, seemed disconnected from reality, and called Trump a liar.  Here are excerpts from 
the debate transcript that focus on Roe v. Wade, babies, and abortion.      
__________________ 
 
“DANA BASH (CNN Moderator):  This is the first presidential election since the Supreme Court 
overturned Roe v. Wade. This morning, the court ruled on yet another abortion case, 
temporarily allowing emergency abortions to continue in Idaho despite that state’s restrictive 
ban. . . . As president, would you block abortion medication? 

DONALD TRUMP:  First of all, the Supreme Court just approved the abortion pill.  And I agree 
with their decision to have done that, and I will not block it. 

. . . 51 years ago, you had Roe v. Wade, and everybody wanted to get it back to the states . . . 
And what I did is I put three great Supreme Court justices on the court, and they happened to 
vote in favor of killing Roe v. Wade and moving it back to the states.  This is something that 
everybody wanted. . . .  

Now the states are working it out.  If you look at Ohio, it was . . . an end result that was a little 
bit more liberal than you would have thought.  Kansas I would say the same thing.  Texas is 
different.  Florida is different.  But they’re all making their own decisions right now. And right 
now, the states control it.  That’s the vote of the people. 

Like Ronald Reagan, I believe in the exceptions. . . . I think it’s important to believe in the 
exceptions. . . . Some people don’t believe in that.  But I believe in the exceptions for rape, 
incest and the life of the mother.  I think it’s very important.  Some people don’t.  Follow your 
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heart.  But you have to get elected also and – because that has to do with other things.  You got 
to get elected. 

The problem they have is they’re radical, because they will take the life of a child in the eighth 
month, the ninth month, and even after birth – after birth.  If you look at the former governor 
of Virginia, he was willing to do this.  He said, we’ll put the baby aside and we’ll determine what 
we do with the baby.  Meaning, we’ll kill the baby. 

What happened is we brought it back to the states and the country is now coming together on 
this issue.  It’s been a great thing. 

JOSEPH BIDEN:  It’s been a terrible thing what you’ve done.  The fact is that the vast majority of 
constitutional scholars supported Roe when it was decided, supported Roe. . . . (T)his idea that 
they were all against it is just ridiculous. 

And this is the guy who says the states should be able to have it.  We’re in a state where in six 
weeks you don’t even know whether you’re pregnant or not, but you cannot see a doctor . . . 
and have him decide on what your circumstances are, whether you need help.  The idea that 
states are able to do this is a little like saying, we’re going to turn civil rights back to the states, 
let each state have a different rule. 

Look, there’s so many young women who have been – including a young woman who just was 
murdered and he went to the funeral.  The idea that she was murdered by – by – by an 
immigrant coming in and (inaudible) talk about that. 

But here’s the deal, there’s a lot of young women who are being raped by their – by their in-
laws, by their – by their spouses, brothers and sisters, by – just – it’s just – it’s just ridiculous. 
And they can do nothing about it.  And they try to arrest them when they cross state lines. 

TRUMP:  There have been many young women murdered by the same people he allows to 
come across our border.  We have a border that’s the most dangerous place anywhere in the 
world – considered the most dangerous place anywhere in the world.  And he opened it up, and 
these killers are coming into our country, and they are raping and killing women.  And it’s a 
terrible thing. 

As far as the abortion’s concerned, it is now back with the states.  The states are voting . . . 
(T)hey’re voting and it’s bringing it back to the vote of the people, which is what everybody 
wanted, including the founders, if they knew about this issue, which frankly they didn’t, but 
they would have – everybody want it brought back.  Ronald Reagan wanted it brought back.  He 
wasn’t able to get it.  Everybody wanted it brought back and many presidents had tried to get it 
back.  I was the one to do it. 

And again, this gives it the vote of the people.  And that’s where they wanted it.  Every legal 
scholar wanted it that way. 

BASH:  Staying on the topic of abortion, President Biden . . . Seven states have no legal 
restrictions on how far into a pregnancy a woman can obtain an abortion.  Do you support any 
legal limits on how late a woman should be able to terminate a pregnancy? 
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BIDEN:  I supported Roe v. Wade, which had three trimesters.  First time is between a woman 
and a doctor.  Second time is between a doctor and an extreme situation.  A third time is 
between the doctor – I mean, it’d be between the woman and the state. 

The idea that the politicians – that the founders wanted the politicians to be the ones making 
decisions about a woman’s health is ridiculous.  That’s the last – no politician should be making 
that decision.  A doctor should be making those decisions.  That’s how it should be run.  That’s 
what you’re going to do.  And if I’m elected, I’m going to restore Roe v. Wade. 

TRUMP:  So that means he can take the life of the baby in the ninth month and even after birth, 
because some states, Democrat-run, take it after birth.  Again, the governor – former governor 
of Virginia:  put the baby down, then we decide what to do with it.  So he’s . . . willing to, as we 
say, rip the baby out of the womb in the ninth month and kill the baby.  Nobody wants that to 
happen.  Democrat or Republican, nobody wants it to happen. 

BIDEN:  He’s lying.  That is simply not true.  That – Roe v. Wade does not provide for that.  
That’s not the circumstance.  Only when the woman’s life is in danger, she’s going to die, that’s 
the only circumstance in which that can happen.  But we are not for late-term abortion, period, 
period, period. 

TRUMP:  Under Roe v. Wade, you have late-term abortion.  You can do whatever you want.  
Depending on the state, you can do whatever you want.  We don’t think that’s a good thing. 
We think it’s a radical thing.  We think the Democrats are the radicals, not the Republicans. 

BIDEN:  For 51 years, that was the law.  51 years, constitutional scholarship said it was the right 
way to go.  51 years.  And it was taken away because this guy put very conservative members 
on the Supreme Court.  Takes credit for taking it away. 

What’s he going to do?  What’s he going to do, in fact, if – if the MAGA Republicans – he gets 
elected, and the MAGA Republicans control the Congress and they pass a universal ban on 
abortion, period, across the board at six weeks or seven or eight or 10 weeks, something very, 
very conservative?  Is he going to sign that bill?  I’ll veto it.  He’ll sign it.”   

Source:  https://www.cnn.com/2024/06/27/politics/read-biden-trump-debate-rush-transcript/index.html 

_____________   
 

PRAY for Donald Trump and Joseph Biden, for them and all Americans to know and walk in 
truth and respect, for integrity in the elections at all levels, and for our nation in great crisis.         
 
For the LORD, the sacred gift of life, and remembrance of the babies,    

 

Thomas W. Jacobson  
Founder & Executive Director, Global Life Campaign  
TJacobson@GLC.life ; GLC.life ; www.GLCPublications.com  

 

The purpose of the Global Life Campaign is to call and equip trustworthy disciples inspired by 
the Holy Spirit, to be a catalyst movement to establish principles and practices in nations that 
align with the Word of God and respect human life.   
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