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Is Disobedience Rebellion?  
 

Thomas W. Jacobson, Global Life Campaign 
 

Today is the 81st anniversary of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor.  
Once again our nation is in extreme crisis, but this time from evil people 

among ourselves.  Consequently, the same questions our Founding Fathers faced more than 
two centuries ago are before us again:  Must we obey people in authority who are commanding 
what is evil or persecuting those who are doing good?  If we disobey, is doing so rebellion?   
 
Both obedience to lawful authority and resistance to tyranny were at the heart of the American 
Revolution, and resulted in the birth of a free nation.  On 29 May 1776, a few weeks before the 
ǎƛƎƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜΣ wŜǾΦ {ŀƳǳŜƭ ²Ŝǎǘ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘΥ  άthe same principles 
which oblige us to submit to government do equally oblige us to resist tyranny; or that tyranny 
and magistracy are so oppƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŜƴŘǎέ 
(quoted in Fire At The Founding, p. 78-79, www.GLCPublications.com).    
 
If obeying GOD requires us to disobey unrighteous human authority, this is obedience; it is not 
rebellion, though some will view it as rebellion.  If obeying human authority requires 
disobedience to GOD, obeying human authority will be viewed as obedience by some, but is in 
reality rebellion against GOD.  Obeying GOD creates pressure and opportunity for unrighteous 
rulers and leaders to come into conformity with the good will of GOD.  But complying with 
unrighteous rulers and leaders ς or failing to hold them accountable ς opens the floodgates of 
evil, corruption, and the destruction of all that is good in an organization, community or nation.   
 
άShadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego replied to the king, ΨO Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need 
to give you an answer concerning this matter.  If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to 
deliver us from the furnace of blazing fire; and He will deliver us out of your hand, O king.  But 
even if He does not, let it be known to you, O king, that we are not going to serve your gods or 
worship the golden image that you have set upέ όDaniel 3:16-18).   
 
άPeter and the apostles answered, ΨWe must obey God rather than menΩέ ό!Ŏǘǎ рΥнфύΦ   
 
Pray that you and I who are followerǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ άōŜ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇƻǿŜǊ 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Iƛǎ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƴŜǊ ƳŀƴΣέ ōŜ ŘƛǎŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ƻōŜȅ Dh5 ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΣ 
ŀƴŘ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ άǳǎŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ōƻƭŘƴŜǎǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǎǇŜŜŎƘέ ό9ǇƘŜǎƛŀƴǎ оΥмсΤ н /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ оΥмнύ.      
   
Remember & support the Global Life Campaign in your year-end giving, and your monthly or 
ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ƎƛǾƛƴƎΦ  {ŜƭŜŎǘ άaȅDƛŦǘέ ŀǘΥ  www.GLC.life.  
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